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L. dos Santos-Goḿez,† E. R. Losilla,† F. Martín,‡ J. R. Ramos-Barrado,‡ and D. Marrero-Loṕez*,‡,§
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ABSTRACT: Novel strategies based on spray-pyrolysis deposition
are proposed to increase the triple-phase boundary (TPB) of
La0.8Sr0.2MnO3−δ (LSM) cathodes in contact with yttria-stabilized
zirconia (YSZ) electrolyte: (i) nanocrystalline LSM films deposited
on as-prepared YSZ surface; (ii) the addition of poly(methyl
methacrylate) microspheres as pore formers to further increase the
porosity of the film cathodes; and (iii) the deposition of LSM by
spray pyrolysis on backbones of Zr0.84Y0.16O1.92 (YSZ),
Ce0.9Gd0.1O1.95 (CGO), and Bi1.5Y0.5O3−δ (BYO) previously fixed
onto the YSZ. This last method is an alternative to the classical
infiltration process with several advantages for large-scale
manufacturing of planar solid oxide fuel cells (SOFCs), including
easier industrial implementation, shorter preparation time, and low
cost. The morphology and electrochemical performance of the
electrodes are investigated by scanning electron microscopy and impedance spectroscopy. Very low values of area specific
resistance are obtained, ranging from 1.4 Ω·cm2 for LSM films deposited on as-prepared YSZ surface to 0.06 Ω-cm2 for LSM
deposited onto BYO backbone at a measured temperature of 650 °C. These electrodes exhibit high performance even after
annealing at 950 °C, making them potentially suitable for applications in SOFCs at intermediate temperatures.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Solid oxide fuel cells (SOFCs) are considered to be one of the
most efficient technologies for direct conversion of fuels to
electricity. The high operating temperature of these devices
favors the oxide ion mobility and the oxygen reduction
reactions at the cathode; however, this results in high costs
and premature degradation of the cell components.1,2

Consequently, lowering the operating temperature of the
SOFC to the intermediate temperature range (500−700 °C)
has become the main challenge for this technology.
The oxygen reduction reaction (ORR) at the cathode is

responsible for much of the loss in performance at low
temperature when thin film electrolytes are used.3−5 Novel
cathode materials and fabrication processes have been
investigated in past few years for the development of low-
temperature SOFCs. In this context, several cathode materials
with high mixed ionic and electronic conductivity have been
identified, e.g., La0.6Sr0.4CoO3−δ, Ba0.5Sr0.5Co0.8Fe0.2O3−δ, and
GdBaCo2O5−δ. Nevertheless, the practical applications of these
cathodes are limited by the reactivity with the widely used
yttria-stabilized zirconia (YSZ) electrolyte and low phase
stability due to Sr/Ba segregation and carbonation at the
electrode surface.6−9 As a result, lanthanum strontium
manganites (LSM) are still the preferable cathode material
for commercial use.1,2

However, LSM exhibits poor catalytic activity for oxygen
reduction at reduced temperature because of its low ionic
conductivity, thus limiting the triple-phase boundary (TPB)
sites at the electrolyte−electrode interface. It is generally
assumed that the TPB of SOFC electrodes, at which gas,
electrode, and electrolyte phases are simultaneously in contact,
serve as the predominant site for the electrochemical reactions.3

In this sense, various fabrication techniques have been
investigated to obtain increased TPB lengths: (i) nanostruc-
tures LSM cathodes, including nanoparticles, nanofibers, and
thin films;10−16 (ii) polymer templating methods to increase
the porosity of the electrodes;17−19 (iii) the infiltration of LSM
into electrolyte backbones;20−22 and (iv) composites of LSM
with highly conductive materials, such as Bi2O3−δ.

23−26

The preparation of electrodes via infiltration of a cation
solution into a porous electrolyte backbone is one of the most
effective methods used to increase the TPB area and to improve
the cathode efficiency at lower temperature, especially in
laboratory-scale research. However, this procedure usually
requires multiple impregnation−calcination processes, compli-
cating its implementation at industrial scale.27,28 Thus, new and
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simple methods for electrode preparation at low temperature in
only one step are required.
In a previous work, LSM cathodes were deposited in a single

step by spray pyrolysis onto YSZ electrolytes, obtaining
polarization resistance values of 0.13 Ω·cm2 at 750 °C (Figure
1a).29

In this study, alternative procedures based on spray-pyrolysis
deposition have been investigated. The first is the addition of
poly(methyl methacrylate) (PMMA) microspheres in the
precursor solution as sacrificial template to further increase
the porosity of LSM (Figure 1b). Second, the deposition of
LSM by spray pyrolysis on backbones of Zr0.84Y0.16O1.92 (YSZ),
Ce0.9Gd0.1O1.95 (CGO), and Bi1.5Y0.5O3 (BYO) electrolytes
(Figure 1c). The structure, microstructure, and electrochemical
performance of these electrodes are evaluated comparatively in
this work.

2. EXPERIMENTAL SECTION
2.1. Sample Preparation. The YSZ substrates were prepared

from commercial powders (Tosoh) by pressing them into disks of 10−
30 mm of diameter and 1 mm of thickness at 75 MPa and then
sintered at 1400 °C for 4 h, reaching a relative density higher than
95%.
Porous backbones of Zr0.84Y0.16O1.84 (YSZ), Ce0.9Gd0.1O1.95 (CGO),

and Bi1.5Y0.5O3 (BYO) were formed by screen-printing a mixture of
these powders with Decoflux (WB41, Zschimmer and Schwarz) 50:50
wt % on both sides of the YSZ pellets and then sintered at 1200 °C for
1 h for YSZ and CGO, and 850 °C for BYO. The CGO powders were
supplied by Rhodia and BYO powders were prepared by a freeze-
drying precursor method, following a procedure similar to that
previously described for related materials.30

The precursor solution of La0.8Sr0.2MnO3‑δ (LSM) for spray
pyrolysis was prepared by dissolving stoichiometric quantities of
La(NO3)3·6H2O (99.99%), Sr(NO3)2 (99.9%), and Mn(NO3)2·6H2O
(99%) (Sigma-Aldrich) in distilled water with a concentration of 0.025
M.

The cathodes with PMMA as pore former were obtained by adding
1.5 g of PMMA microspheres, with a diameter of 400 nm, into 50 mL
of the precursor solution. Note that the small size and low density of
PMMA (1.16 g/cm3) help keep the microspheres in suspension,
ensuring the same concentration during the spray deposition.

The precursor solutions were sprayed onto both faces of the YSZ
pellets by using homemade spray-pyrolysis equipment. The substrates
were heated at 200 °C on an aluminum block with resistance wires and
the temperature was monitored with a K-type thermocouple
positioned close to the sample. The substrates were continuously
moved at a controlled speed underneath the spray nozzle to ensure a
more homogeneous deposition of the catalyst. A stream of compressed
air gas through the nozzle was used for the atomization of the solution
into very fine droplets at a pressure of 2 bar. The nozzle-to-substrate
distance and flow rate of the precursor solution were 20 cm and 20
mL/h, respectively. The deposition time was 1 h on each face of the
substrates.

During the deposition process at 200 °C the nitrates melt and
incorporate into the porous backbone. This low temperature also
ensures that the PMMA microspheres do not degrade during the spray
deposition, acting as pore formers. After the deposition, the cells were
calcined in air at 650 °C for 4 h to reach crystallization and remove the
polymer template. All electrodes showed good adhesion to the
electrolyte after the deposition and successive thermal treatment up to
1050 °C.

2.2. Sample Characterization. The samples were structurally
analyzed by X-ray powder diffraction (XRD) by using a PANalytical
X’Pert Pro diffractometer with CuKα1 radiation. The scans were
collected in the 2θ range (20−80°) with a 0.016° step for 1 h. The

Figure 1. Schematic of the different cathodes deposited by spray pyrolysis on as-prepared electrolyte surface (a) without and (b) with PMMA as
pore former and (c) electrolyte backbone.

Figure 2. Selected region of XRD patterns for LSM deposited by spray pyrolysis on (a) YSZ, (b) CGO, and (c) BYO backbones after annealing
between 650 and 1050 °C for 4 h. Extra diffraction peaks associated with unidentified reaction products are observed in (c).
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phase identification and analysis were performed using the X’Pert
HighScore Plus and FullProf software.31,32

The morphology of the electrodes was examined by field emission
SEM (Helios Nanolab 650, FEI) combined with energy-dispersive
spectroscopy (EDS).
The symmetrical cells were analyzed by impedance spectroscopy in

air with a Solartron 1260 FRA in the 0.01−106 Hz frequency range
with an ac voltage of 50 mV. Pt meshes were used as current
collectors.
The cells were annealed between 750 and 950 °C for 4 h in air and

the impedance spectra were acquired after each postannealing
treatment on the cooling process in steps of 50 °C with a dwell
time of 15 min between consecutive measurements. The impedance
spectra were also collected as a function of the oxygen partial pressure
(pO2) from 1 to 10−3 atm with an electrochemical cell equipped with a
YSZ oxygen pump and sensor. The data were fitted with equivalent
circuits using the ZView software to study separately the different
electrode contributions involved in the ORR.33

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

3.1. Phase Formation and Structure. Figure 2 shows the
XRD patterns of LSM electrodes deposited by spray pyrolysis
onto the different electrolytes backbones. Two main crystalline
phases are observed, corresponding to the LSM electrode with
perovskite structure and the electrolyte backbone with fluorite-
type structure. Low-intensity diffraction peaks attributed to the
YSZ substrate are also identified in Figure 2b,c at 2θ = 30° and
50°. The as-deposited electrodes at 200 °C are amorphous and
they crystallize into a single phase with rhombohedral structure
(R3̅c space group) at 650 °C. A similar behavior is observed for
LSM films deposited on YSZ electrolyte without and with
PMMA microspheres.
The crystallinity of LSM enhances with increasing temper-

ature and extra diffraction peaks ascribed to secondary phases
are not observed for cells with YSZ and CGO backbones up to
1050 °C. However, additional diffraction peaks are observed for
LSM deposited on BYO after annealing at 950 °C, associated
possibly with the formation of unidentified reaction products
and also Bi2O3 evaporation due to the low melting temperature
of this compound.
One of the basic requirements for a composite cathode is

that both cathode and backbone should be immiscible to
prevent the formation of undesirable phases and the
consequent loss of performance. It has been reported that
LSM may react with YSZ to form insulating phases, e.g., SrZrO3
and La2Zr2O7.

34 Such phases are not identified up to 1050 °C,
indicating that no appreciable reaction takes place between
LSM and YSZ in the temperature range studied.
Figure 3 displays the evolution of the unit cell volume for the

different phases and crystallite size of LSM with the annealing
temperature. The unit cell volume of YSZ and CGO backbone
remains practically unaffected by the annealing temperature,
further confirming a negligible reactivity with LSM up to at
least 1050 °C (Figure 3a). However, the cell volume of BYO
increases slightly above 850 °C, which seems to indicate certain
reactivity between the materials, possibly related to cation
interdiffusion between LSM and BYO. The unit cell volume of
LSM increases with the temperature from 349.96(2) Å3 at 650
°C to 351.30(1) Å3 at 1050 °C, which may be explained by
differences in crystallite size and oxygen content in the lattice as
the temperature increases (Figure 3b). These unit cell volumes
are in good agreement with those previously reported for
similar compositions.35 In the case of LSM deposited onto
BYO a further increase of the cell volume is observed at 950 °C,

confirming the reactivity between both materials at this
temperature. Thus, the combined used of LSM and BYO is
limited below 850 °C.
The average crystallite size of LSM, estimated by Scherrer’s

equation, increases by a factor of 3 with the annealing
temperature from 28 to 90 nm in the range of 650−1050 °C
(Figure 3b).

3.2. Microstructure. A cross-sectional image of the LSM
cathode deposited on an as-prepared YSZ surface is shown in
Figure 4. The cathode exhibits good adhesion to the substrate
without appreciable delaminations or cracks. A porous
microstructure is observed, which extends throughout the
whole thickness ∼5 μm, ensuring effective gas diffusion (Figure
4b). This high porosity is a consequence of the low deposition
temperature and the remaining solvent after the deposition,
which is eliminated in the subsequent thermal treatment. The
grain size is lower than 50 nm at 750 °C and grows up to 190
nm after annealing at 950 °C.29

The cathodes prepared with PMMA microspheres are
cracked as a consequence of the excessive shrinkage of the
films during the decomposition of the PMMA. As can be
observed, the porosity of the electrode is greatly improved with
the addition of PMMA microspheres, exhibiting a homoge-

Figure 3. (a) Variation of the unit cell volume for the electrolyte
backbones and (b) variation of the unit cell volume (closed symbols)
and crystallite size d (open symbols) for LSM as a function of the
annealing temperature.
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neous pore arrangement (Figure 5a). The average pore size,
estimated from the SEM images, is around 300 nm, which

corresponds to 25% shrinkage with respect to the initial
microsphere diameter (Figure 5b). It should be noted that a
reduction in the concentration of PMMA microspheres would
avoid an excessive shrinkage of the films, minimizing the
formation of cracks.
LSM electrodes were prepared by spray pyrolysis on YSZ

backbones for different deposition times, between 15 min and 1
h (Figure S1, Supporting Information). Discrete particles of
LSM are formed on the surface of YSZ backbone for low
deposition times (t ≤ 15 min). For longer times, a continuous
LSM coating is obtained. The microstructure of the LSM
electrodes deposited by spray pyrolysis for 1 h on YSZ
backbone is shown in Figure 6. The YSZ skeleton has a
thickness of 10 μm and a continuous LSM coating is formed
throughout the entire electrolyte backbone after spray-pyrolysis
deposition (Figure 6a). SEM images at higher magnification
reveal that the LSM coating has a strong bonding with YSZ
surface and average thickness of 50 nm (Figure 6c). The most
remarkable feature of this novel preparation method, compared
to the conventional impregnation, is the formation of a thick
LSM film of 500 nm on the electrode surface. This superficial
film is porous as can be observed in Figure 6d, providing a
current collector layer that enhances the electrical conductivity
of the electrode, and possibly its electrochemical performance.
The microstructure of LSM deposited on CGO and BYO

backbones is displayed in Figure S2 (Supporting Information).
LSM−CGO shows similar morphology to that of LSM−YSZ.
In contrast, LSM−BYO presents lower porosity and large BYO
grains due to the low sintering temperature of this electrolyte in

comparison to YSZ and CGO. In both electrodes LSM forms a
continuous coating on the entire backbone thickness, ensuring
a high TPB length and effective current collection.
The quantity of the deposited LSM was determined by

weighing the samples before and after the spray-pyrolysis
deposition, resulting in a weight ratio LSM:YSZ of 0.25:1. It is
worth noting that to obtain the same content of electrode by
the classical infiltration method multiple impregnation−
calcination steps were necessary.36,37

The reason for the easy penetration of the precursor solution
in the entire electrolyte skeleton is attributed to different
factors: its low thickness (∼10 μm); the low concentration of
the precursor solution (0.025 M) compared to the classical
infiltration method (0.25−1 M);28 the low solution flow rate
and the heating of the substrate, which reduces the solution
viscosity and improves its penetration into the backbone.
Moreover, organic additives are not used, reducing the
calcination temperature and enhancing the adherence of the
coating with the surface of YSZ grains. Note that in most of the
wet infiltration methods, complexing agents, such as citric acid,
are necessary to prevent phase segregations. In this alternative
method, pure LSM are obtained without the addition of organic
additives, contrary to previous works, where the direct
decomposition of an aqueous solution of nitrates did not
yield a pure LSM phase.21

Several improvements could be made by optimizing the
properties of the backbone, such as porosity and tortuosity. For
instance, single-graded porous electrode scaffold prepared by
freeze-tape casting would facilitate the penetration of the
precursor solution.38 The deposition conditions of the spray-
pyrolysis equipment could also be changed; i.e., lower
deposition temperatures would allow the penetration of the
solution in thicker backbones and the temperature could be
varied during the deposition process to decompose in situ the
precursors without the need for heating in an external furnace.
Moreover, the electrodes can be deposited through a mask in
an appropriate shape on the electrolyte surface to avoid a

Figure 4. SEM images of the cross section of LSM cathodes deposited
on as-prepared YSZ surface after annealing at 750 °C at (a) low and
(b) high magnification.

Figure 5. SEM at different magnification of the LSM surface cathode
prepared with PMMA as pore formers at (a) low and (b) high
magnification.

Figure 6. SEM images of the cross section of LSM cathodes deposited
by spray pyrolysis on YSZ backbone, showing a YSZ backbone of 10
μm of thickness (a) with well-adhered LSM coating on the YSZ
surface (b and c). A porous and superficial LSM film of 500 nm of
thickness is formed (d), which acts as a current collector layer.
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possible mixture of elements between the cathode and anode,
which is not ruled out when wet infiltration is used. Hence, the
optimization of this novel method would be an alternative to
the classical infiltration with several advantages for the industry
of planar SOFCs, allowing the deposition of a wide variety of
electrodes over large areas with more uniform distribution of
the catalyst in only one deposition step, higher reproducibility,
and lower costs.
The morphology of the electrodes after annealing at 950 °C

is shown in Figure S3 (Supporting Information). The grain size
grows to 100 nm and the superficial porosity decreases
substantially. On the other hand, the LSM coating is still
continuous in the entire electrode thickness to achieve
adequate current collection. Nevertheless, the grain growth
reduces the TPB area, and consequently, the electrocatalytic
activity for oxygen reduction decreases at high annealing
temperatures as studied below.
3.3. Electrochemical Characterization. Impedance spec-

tra for the different symmetrical cells, measured at open circuit
voltage, are displayed in Figure 7. For direct comparison of the
electrode response, the electrolyte resistance was subtracted. In
the high-temperature range (T > 600 °C) only overlapping arcs
ascribed to the electrode processes are observed (Figure 7a).
Below 500 °C four different contributions are discernible,
corresponding to the grain interior (GI) and grain boundary

(GB) conduction through the electrolyte and two additional
processes of the electrode polarization at low frequency (Figure
7b).
The impedance spectra were analyzed by equivalent circuits

composed of (RQ) elements in series, each one being assigned
to a specific electrochemical phenomenon, where R is a
resistance in parallel with a constant phase element Q. The
electrode response of LSM is typically composed of two or
three contributions depending on the electrode composition,
microstructure, and measured temperature.39,40 In the present
study, the electrode response shows similar shapes for all the
cells, indicating the presence of similar processes, which are
adequately fitted by using two serial (RQ) elements. A serial
inductance L and resistance Rs are included to simulate the
inductive effects of the equipment and the electrolyte resistance
respectively at high temperature (Figure 7a). Additional (RQ)
elements are used to fit the GI and GB contributions of the
YSZ electrolyte at low temperature (Figure 7b).
The GI and GB contributions of the YSZ show typical

capacitance values of 4 pF·cm−1 and 8 nF·cm−1, respectively,
whereas the capacitance of the electrode is much larger: ∼0.1
and 1 mF·cm−2 for the high-frequency (HF) and low-frequency
(LF) processes, respectively.
The electrolyte resistance (grain interior + grain boundary)

does not depend on the preparation method, confirming
negligible reactivity between the electrodes and electrolyte at
the different annealing temperatures studied, in good agree-
ment with the XRD results. However, the polarization
resistance is strongly affected by the preparation method.
LSM obtained on as-prepared YSZ surface with and without
PMMA microspheres exhibit comparable polarization resist-
ance values. In contrast, a substantial improvement is observed
for LSM electrodes deposited onto the electrolytes backbones
due to increased TPB sites (insets Figure 7). The lowest values
of polarization resistance are found for BYO backbone and
attributed to the higher ionic conductivity and surface exchange
coefficient ks of BYO compared to YSZ and CGO.26,42

To identify the different rate-limiting steps involved in the
oxygen reduction reactions, the impedance spectra were
acquired as a function of pO2. The spectra for LSM deposited
on YSZ backbone show two different contributions at LF and
HF, being the low-frequency step is dominant at reducing pO2
(Figure 8a). Similar curves were obtained for LSM deposited
on CGO backbone.
The oxygen reduction on the cathode involves several oxygen

partial pressure dependent processes, and the relationship
between the resistance for each step and the oxygen partial
pressure can be expressed as40,41

= −R R p( O )i i
mo

2 (1)

where Ri
o is a constant and the exponent m provides

information about the type of species involved in the ORR.
In general, m = 1 is associated with molecular oxygen
adsorption on the surface of the electrode or oxygen diffusion
in the gas phase, m = 0.5 with oxygen dissociation and m = 0.25
with surface diffusion and/or charge-transfer reaction on the
electrode.
The pO2 dependence for RHF and RLF contributions is

displayed in (Figure 8b). As can be observed, RHF and RLF show
similar behavior for the electrodes deposited on as-prepared
YSZ surface and YSZ backbone. The HF contribution is nearly
independent of the pO2 and has a low capacitance value of CHF
= 0.08−0.4 mF·cm−2, which implies a process related to the

Figure 7. Impedance spectra for the different LSM cathodes after
annealing at 750 °C for 4 h and measured at (a) 650 and (b) 450 °C in
air at open circuit voltage. The line plots correspond to the fitting
results obtained with the equivalent circuits.
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interface, but not to the electrode surface. Consequently, the
HF contribution may be assigned to oxygen ion incorporation
from the TPB into the electrolyte layer or into the ionic
conduction component in the composite cathodes, which is
sensitive to TPB length. For LSM electrode deposited on as-
prepared YSZ surface, the TPB is near the electrolyte/electrode
interface. When LSM is deposited on the porous YSZ surface
layer, additional TPB is formed in the bulk electrode, providing
more pathways for O2− incorporation and leading to lower RH
values. Additional evidence of the extended TPB in LSM
deposited onto porous YSZ backbone is the increase of the
electrode capacitance, which is reported to be proportional to
the contact area between LSM and YSZ.42 This increases from
0.08 mF·cm−2 for LSM deposited on as-prepared YSZ surface
to 0.4 mF·cm−2 for LSM deposited on YSZ backbone.
The LF step is also sensitive to the TPB length and has an

exponent m around 0.28−0.3 and capacitance of CLF = 2−6.5
mF·cm−2 and therefore this is associated with surface diffusion
and/or charge transfer (m = 1/4).
The temperature dependence of the RLF and RHF

contributions of the polarization in air is plotted in (Figure
S4, Supporting Information). Both contributions depend on the
electrode preparation and electrolyte backbone. In general, RLF
> RHF for all electrodes, indicating that oxygen incorporation at
the LSM−electrolyte TPB is not the main rate-limiting step.

The activation energies for RHF and RLF are summarized in
Table 1. The HF process shows activation energies in the range

of 0.91−1.12 eV with the lowest value corresponding to the
composite with BYO, which is explained by the higher oxygen
incorporation rate at the LSM/BYO interface. In contrast, the
LF process has somewhat higher activation energy of 1.2−1.3
eV. These values are comparable to those reported previously
for LSM composite electrodes.26,29,42

The area specific resistance (ASR) under open circuit voltage
was calculated from the addition of each polarization
contribution RHF and RLF and divided by 2 due to the
symmetrical configuration. Figure 9 compares the temperature
dependence of ASR for the different electrodes after annealing
at 750 °C for 4 h. The data for a commercial LSM sample
deposited by screen-printing at a sintering temperature of 1100
°C is also included for comparison. LSM films deposited on as-
prepared YSZ surface show ASR values 1 order of magnitude
lower than those of conventional LSM sample (e.g., 0.9 Ω·cm2

for LSM deposited by spray pyrolysis and 9.5 Ω·cm2 for
conventional LSM at 650 °C). High porous LSM cathodes
prepared with PMMA microsphere show ASR values similar to
those without pore formers. This is possibly explained by the
fact that large pore formers increase the porosity but do not

Figure 8. (a) Impedance spectra as a function of pO2 for LSM
cathodes deposited on YSZ backbone at a measured temperature of
600 °C. (b) Temperature dependence of the HF and LF resistance
contributions for LSM cathode deposited on as-prepared YSZ surface
and YSZ backbone.

Table 1. Area Specific Resistances at 650 °C and Activation
Energies for the LSM Electrodes after Annealing at Different
Temperaturesa

sample
T (°C)
annealing

ASR
(Ω-
cm2)

EHF
(eV)

ELF
(eV)

EASR
(eV) reference

LSM without
PMMA

750 0.91 1.13 1.32 1.22 this
work850 1.17 1.11 1.21 1.18

950 3.00 1.05 1.23 1.22

LSM with
PMMA

750 0.88 1.10 1.30 1.27 this
work850 1.30 1.14 1.22 1.25

950 3.40 1.08 1.25 1.23

LSM−YSZ
backbone

750 0.30 1.10 1.23 1.10 this
work850 0.47 1.06 1.20 1.16

950 0.81 1.05 1.21 1.18

LSM−CGO
backbone

750 0.18 1.12 1.34 1.12 this
work850 0.30 1.11 1.29 1.18

950 0.46 1.12 1.30 1.19

LSM−BYO
backbone

750 0.06 0.91 1.25 1.22 this
work850 0.11 0.95 1.20 1.27

LSM−YSZ 900 1.2 1.39 20
1100 8 1.40

LSM−30 wt %
Bi1.4Er0.6O3−δ

800 0.90 1.30 23

23 wt % LSM−
BYO

800 0.30 1.31 21

LSM
(commercial,
Praxair)

1100 9.90 1.34 this
work

aASRs obtained by classical infiltration method and extracted from the
literature are also included for comparison.
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improve significantly the surface area and TPB sites with
respect to LSM without PMMA. Moreover, the presence of
cracks in these electrodes reduces the current collection,
negatively affecting the performance.
Electrodes deposited onto the electrolyte backbones show

lower ASR due to extended TPB sites for oxygen reduction.
ASR decreases in the order LSM−YSZ > LSM−CGO > LSM−
BYO in good agreement with the highest ionic conductivity of
Bi2O3-based electrolytes and the consequent fast oxygen
incorporation in the lattice.
ASRs are extremely low, e.g., 0.30, 0.14, and 0.06 Ω·cm2 for

LSM−YSZ, LSM−CGO, and LSM−BYO composite cathodes
at 650 °C respectively, compared to those previously reported
in the literature for LSM−electrolyte composite powder
mixtures: 4.9, 2.5, and 0.3 Ω·cm2 for LSM−50 wt % YSZ,
LSM−50 wt % CGO, and LSM−80 wt % BYO, respec-
tively.42,43 Table 1 compares the ASR values obtained in this
work with those previously reported in the literature from the
conventional infiltration method. As can be observed, ASRs are
5 times lower than those previously reported by Jian et al., ∼0.3
Ω·cm for 23 wt % LSM−BYO.21 ASRs are even comparable to
those obtained for nanocrystalline cobaltite cathodes with high
mixed ionic−electronic conductivity, e.g., 0.04 Ω·cm2 for
La0.6Sr0.4Co0.8Fe0.2O3−δ.

44,45

Another important issue to be considered is the stability of
the nanostructured electrodes at high annealing temperatures
due to the microstructure coarsening and the resulting decrease
of TPB area and performance. Hence, it is highly relevant to
evaluate the electrode response as a function of the annealing
temperature. Figure S5 (Supporting Information) displays the
ASR for LSM deposited on the different backbones after
annealing the cells between 750 and 950 °C for 4 h. A
substantial increase of the ASR is observed with increasing of
annealing temperature, ranging between 0.3 and 0.83 Ω·cm2 for
LSM−YSZ cathode at a measured temperature of 650 °C
(Table 1). This effect is clearly related to a reduction of the

electrode−pore surface area with the consequent decreases of
TPB sites for oxygen reduction.
Despite the increase of ASR with the temperature, these

values are significantly lower than those reported for a
conventional LSM−electrolyte composite cathode, making
these electrode materials potentially suitable for intermediate
temperature SOFCs.
Finally, the stability of the electrodes was evaluated for 100 h

at 650 °C and both the serial and polarization resistance
showed an increase of about 5%, which is related to
microstructural changes of the electrodes. Further studies are
in progress to evaluate the stability of these nanostructured
electrodes after long-term operation and to test the perform-
ance in fuel cells.
In summary, spray deposition could be an effective method

for commercial production of large-area electrodes for SOFCs
with a series of advantages respect to the classical wet
infiltration process, including easy industrial implementation,
preparation in one single deposition/thermal step, and low
cost. Moreover, this method may be applicable to other
electrochemical systems, such as solid electrolyzers, batteries,
and supercapacitors.

4. CONCLUSIONS

New microstructural strategies based on spray-pyrolysis
deposition were investigated to improve the electrochemical
properties of LSM cathodes at reduced temperatures by
extending the TPB length. LSM cathodes were deposited at
200 °C on as-prepared YSZ substrates by using a precursor
solution of metal nitrates in water without and with PMMA
microspheres as sacrificial template. LSM electrodes with
homogeneous pore size distribution were obtained with
PMMA microspheres. To further increase the TPB sites,
composites of LSM with different electrolytes were obtained, by
spraying the solution on porous backbones of YSZ, CGO, and
BYO. A continuous LSM coating is formed in the entire surface
of the skeleton electrolyte.
LSM electrodes deposited on as-prepared YSZ surface with

and without PMMA microspheres as pore formers exhibited
similar ASR values of 0.9 Ω·cm2 at a measured temperature of
650 °C, which is 1 order of magnitude lower than those
obtained for a commercial LSM cathode prepared by screen-
printing at high sintering temperatures. LSM electrodes
deposited onto electrolyte backbones showed significantly
lower ASR due to extended TPB sites. The lowest values
were found for BYO backbone due to its higher ionic
conductivity and fast oxygen incorporation into the lattice
∼0.06 Ω·cm2 at 650 °C. The present results demonstrate that
spray pyrolysis could be a versatile alternative for obtaining
high-efficiency SOFC cathodes, possessing several advantages
with respect to the classical wet infiltration method, such as
easy industrial implementation, one single deposition step in
large areas, and better reproducibility. Several modifications
could be made by varying the deposition conditions and
improving the porosity of the electrolyte skeleton. This study
should also be extended to high mixed ionic−electronic
conductors, such as (La,Sr)(Co,Fe)O3 with CGO backbone,
thus avoiding the use of Bi2O3-based electrolytes, which are
reported to be unstable at intermediate temperatures.

Figure 9. Temperature dependence of the area specific resistance for
the different LSM cathodes annealed at 750 °C for 4 h. The data
obtained with a commercial LSM cathode (Praxair) is also included for
comparison.
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(30) Amsif, M.; Marrero-Loṕez, D.; Magraso,́ A.; Peña-Martínez, J.;
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